
 

 

Dear Parents 

I hope you and your families are all keeping safe and well during this difficult time. This is just a quick 

communication with you regarding the children’s learning at home at the moment. 

I acknowledge that the situation is not ideal as you try to balance family life and work commitments 

with your children’s learning at home. I realise that the situation that we find ourselves in is 

uncertain and anxiety-provoking. Therefore I wish to lessen the stress which school work may be 

causing in some homes at the moment.  

Following the email replies which I received from parents on Friday, it seems that most parents and 

children are coping reasonably well with the work which has been set by teachers. Most children 

have not completed the assigned work yet and so we will not be assigning further work from 

schoolbooks this week. I will however put some activities and assignments on the school website 

which your children may do if they have finished the work which was originally assigned by class 

teachers. It is important that children do not go too far ahead in their books as it will be difficult to 

assign work if every child is at a different level. Should the school remain closed next week, which is 

looking quite likely at the moment, you will be contacted regarding arrangements for further work. 

The focus at this time should be on keeping your families safe and well and spending quality time 

together. The situation we find ourselves in is stressful in nature and I do not wish to compound this 

stress in family homes by assigning an amount of work which is overwhelming for both parents and 

children and counter-productive to learning. Your children’s education will not suffer in the long 

term as we the staff, will work hard to bridge any gaps in knowledge, once we all return to school.  

With every activity you do with your children, they are learning. Play is an important element of 

learning and setting up real-life situations such as playing house, restaurant or shop can teach young 

children a variety of skills. Similarly activities such as baking or creative art are very valuable as is 

physical activity, reading for pleasure, free writing and listening to music. School books provide a 

structure for learning but they are not the be-all and end-all. 

Therefore parents, I wish to assure you that I am merely an email away should you require any 

assistance with working with your children at home. Thanks to all the parents who have contacted 

me already and please feel free to email pictures of your children’s work or any difficulties you are 

having with their learning to scoilfhursalyre@yahoo.ie and I will return some feedback.  

Above-all don’t stress about the school-work. Do as much as you can with your child and we will sort 

out the rest when they return to school. 

Wishing you all good health 

Noreen Duggan 


