
Chance 

How likely or unlikely is it to 

happen? 



Chance 

This week we will be learning about chance, 

which is also called probability 

 

On each day this week we will look at the 

language of chance and solve some 

problems based on chance 



Chance 

Some of the words we will be using are as 

follows 

Impossible 

Certain 

Even chance 

Likely 

Unlikely 



Tuesday 

Today you will learn about some 

of the language of probability 



Language of probability 

Probability is the study of how likely something 
is to happen. 

 

It is measured on a PROBABILITY SCALE that 
ranges from IMPOSSIBLE to CERTAIN. 

Impossible Certain 



Language of probability 

Since something that has no chance of 
happening is IMPOSSIBLE, it is said to have a 
0 % chance of happening 

Impossible Certain 

0 % 



Language of probability 

Since something that is definitely going to 
happen is said to be CERTAIN, it is said to 
have 100 % chance of happening. 

Impossible Certain 

0 % 100 % 



Certain or Impossible 

Answer certain or impossible to the following 

statements 

1. Tomorrow will be Wednesday 

2. When I wake up in the morning, my 

house will be upside-down 

3. Tomorrow I will celebrate my 35th birthday 

4. The sun will rise in the morning 

What do you think? 

 



Try to Work Out the Following 

Problem 
 

I overheard Mum tell the neighbour that we 

would certainly do something tonight but 

couldn’t hear what it was.   

What might it be? 

 

Write down 5 possibilities 

 



Try to Work Out the Following 

Problem 
 

A class wrote down ten things that were 

impossible.   

What might be on the list? 

 

 

Make a list of the 10 impossible things 



Answers 

Well done on completing Tuesday’s work 

 

Show your answers to your mum or dad and 

discuss them.  

 

It is impossible for me to predict your 

answers as there are so many 

possibilities! 



Wednesday 

Today you will learn some more 

about the language of probability 



Language of probability 

If something has the same chance of happening 
as it has of not happening, it is said to be an 
EVEN CHANCE (50 %) 

Impossible Certain 

0 % 100 % 

Even chance 

50 % 



Even Chance 

Can you think of any events that would have 

an even chance of happening? 

 

 

Try to make a list of 3 events that have an 

even chance of happening 



Even Chance 

Examples of events that have an even 

chance of happening include:  

 

A tossed coin landing on heads 

A tossed coin landing on tails 

Rolling number 3 on a dice 

Picking a heart card from a full deck of cards 



Even Chance 

A tossed coin has an even chance of landing on heads or 

tails because they are the only 2 options 

 

A dice has an even chance of rolling on any number 1 to 6 

as there is only one of each number on each dice 

 

A card with a heart on it has an even chance of being 

drawn from the deck as there are 4 suits; hearts, clubs, 

diamonds and spades, with the same number of cards in 

each suit (jokers excluded) 



Coin Toss Experiment 

Get any coin and toss it 20 times.  

Allow it to land on the table or floor 

Record how many heads or tails showed up 

on a piece of paper using tallies like this 

 

 



Coin Toss Experiment 

What were your results? 

Did you get an even number of heads and 

tails? 

Can you explain your results? 

What might have influenced the results of 

your coin toss eg. tossing the coin with the 

same amount of force each time? Was it a 

fair test? 



Coin Toss Experiment 

Even though we say that a coin toss is a 

random event that has an even chance of 

landing on heads or tails, the way that the 

coin is tossed can influence the outcome. 

 

Try to toss a coin and make it land on heads 

3 times in a row 

 



Coin Toss 

 

 

Fantastic!  

Wednesday’s work has been completed 



Thursday 

Today we will learn about likely 

and unlikely events 



Language of probability 

Something that is UNLIKELY to happen would 
be shown somewhere along here 

Impossible Certain 

0 % 100 % 

Even chance 

50 % 



Language of probability 

Something that is LIKELY to happen would be 
shown somewhere along here 

Impossible Certain 

0 % 100 % 

Even chance 

50 % 



Chance 

When an event is likely it means that there is 

a greater chance of it happening than not 

happening 

 

When an event is unlikely, it means that 

there is a greater chance of it not 

happening than happening 



Try to work out the Following 

Problems 
 

A family has three children.  We know that at 

least one of the children is a girl.   

 

Draw what the family is likely to be 

There is more than one likely outcome 

 

Possible solutions on the next page 



Solution 

Of the 3 children; 

 

• All of them are girls 

•   2 boys and 1 girl 

•   2 girls and 1 boy 

 



Problem 

 

Tom complains that it always rains on his 

birthday.   

When is his birthday unlikely to be? 

 

Possible solution on next page 



Solution 

It is impossible to say when exactly his 

birthday is but if we assume that it rains 

less during the summer months, then his 

birthday is unlikely to be in May, June or 

July  

 

It also depends on where Tom lives. If he 

lives in Ireland, his birthday could be 

during any month of the year!! 



Try this 

My older sister asked Dad a question and he 

answered, “It is more likely than unlikely.”   

 

What might the question be? 

 

Make a list of 3 possible questions she may 

have asked dad 

 



Chance 

 

Share your answers with your parents 

 

Good Job! 

Thursday’s maths work is done 



Friday 

Today you will work on some 

more probability problems 



Problem 1 

Madeline threw two dice and when they 

landed she subtracted one number from 

the other and wrote down the answer 1.  

What might the numbers on each dice have 

been? 

 

Possible solutions on the next page 

 



Solution 

Possible combinations would have been  

2 and 1 

3 and 2 

4 and 3 

5 and 4 

6 and 5 



Problem 2 

We were playing soccer and one of the 

players stormed off saying, “It’s not fair!”   

What might he be referring to? 

 

Write down 3 possibilities 



Problem 3 

Design a game where it is easier for you to 

win than your opponent 

 

The game you design will clearly have to 

give you the advantage 



Chance 

Share your work with your parents. 

 

Well done. You have now completed our 

Chance class 

If you have any questions or if you would 

like to share some of your work with me, I 

am here to help at 

scoilfhursalyre@yahoo.ie 


